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business. I have been working with the
Administration, the distinguished
Chairman of the Senate Agriculture
Committee Chairman Lugar, and sev-
eral other members of the Senate Agri-
culture Committee to draft legislation
that addresses our producers’ needs.
This bill allows the Department of Ag-
riculture to reopen the crop insurance
sales period so that producers affected
by the uncertainty of the CRCPlus sit-
uation can transfer to another ap-
proved insurance provider.

Farmers are on the verge of planting,
s0 a swift response is necessary to clear
up the confusion over their insurance
protection. As the daughter of a sev-
enth generation Arkansas farm family,
I truly understand that in situations
like this it’s the farmer who gets left
holding the bag. Each year, farmers go
out on a limb and make critical plant-
ing decisions based on obligations and
promises. My heart goes out to all who
have made plans based on these poli-
cies. I urge my colleagues to act quick-
ly on this matter so that a wrong can
be righted in America’s heartland.
Thank you Mr. President. I yield the
floor.

Mr. ENZI. I ask unanimous consent
that the bill be considered read the
third time, and passed, the motion to
reconsider be laid upon the table, and
that any statements relating to the
bill appear in the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill (S. 756) was considered read
the third time and passed, as follows:

S. 756

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of
Representatives of the United States of America
in Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. CROP INSURANCE OPTIONS FOR PRO-
DUCERS WHO APPLIED FOR CROP
REVENUE COVERAGE PLUS.

(a) ELIGIBLE PRODUCERS.—This section ap-
plies with respect to a producer eligible for
insurance under the Federal Crop Insurance
Act (7 U.S.C. 1501 et seq.) who applied for the
supplemental crop insurance endorsement
known as Crop Revenue Coverage PLUS (re-
ferred to in this section as “‘CRCPLUS”) for
the 1999 crop year for a spring planted agri-
cultural commodity.

(b) ADDITIONAL PERIOD FOR OBTAINING OR
TRANSFERRING COVERAGE.—Notwithstanding
the sales closing date for obtaining crop in-
surance coverage established under section
508(f)(2) of the Federal Crop Insurance Act (7
U.S.C. 1508(f)(2)) and notwithstanding any
other provision of law, the Federal Crop In-
surance Corporation shall provide a 14-day
period beginning on the date of enactment of
this Act, but not to extend beyond April 12,
1999, during which a producer described in
subsection (a) may—

(1) with respect to a federally reinsured
policy, obtain from any approved insurance
provider a level of federally reinsured cov-
erage for the agricultural commodity for
which the producer applied for the CRCPLUS
endorsement that is equivalent to or less
than the level of federally reinsured cov-
erage that the producer applied for from the
insurance provider that offered the
CRCPLUS endorsement; and

(2) transfer to any approved insurance pro-
vider any federally reinsured coverage pro-
vided for other agricultural commodities of
the producer by the same insurance provider

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

that offered the CRCPLUS endorsement, as
determined by the Corporation.

PROTECTION FOR PRODUCERS OF
AGRICULTURAL COMMODITIES

Mr. ENZI. I ask unanimous consent
that the Senate proceed to the imme-
diate consideration of H.R. 1212, just
received from the House.

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will report.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A bill (H.R. 1212) to protect producers of
agricultural commodities who applied for a
Crop Revenue Coverage PLUS supplemental
endorsement for the 1999 crop year.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection to the immediate consider-
ation of the bill?

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. ENZI. T ask unanimous consent
that the bill be read the third time,
passed, and the motion to reconsider be
laid upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill (H.R. 1212) was read the third
time, and passed.

———

THE CALENDAR

The

UNANIMOUS-CONSENT AGREEMENT

Mr. ENZI. I ask unanimous consent
that the Senate now proceed to the
consideration en bloc of the following
bills reported by the Energy Com-
mittee:

S. 278, Calendar No. 41; S. 291, Cal-
endar No. 46; S. 292, Calendar No. 47; S.
293, Calendar No. 42; S. 243, Calendar
No. 45; S. 334, Calendar No. 63; S. 356,
Calendar No. 48; S. 366, Calendar No. 49;
S. 382, Calendar No. 50; S. 422, Calendar
No. 65; H.R. 171, Calendar No. 51; and,
H.R. 193, Calendar No. 52.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. ENZI. I ask unanimous consent
that the amendment numbered 250 to
S. 293, which is at the desk, be agreed
to, and the amendment numbered 251
to S. 243 be agreed to, any committee
amendments where applicable be
agreed to, the bills then be considered
read the third time and passed, as
amended, if amended, the motions to
reconsider be laid upon the table, and
that any statements relating to any of
these bills appear in the RECORD with
the above occurring en bloc.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

CONVEYANCE OF CERTAIN LANDS
TO THE COUNTY OF RIO ARRIBA,
NM

The bill (S. 278) to direct the Sec-
retary of the Interior to convey certain
lands to the county of Rio Arriba, New
Mexico, was considered, ordered to be
engrossed for a third reading, read the
third time, and passed; as follows:

S. 278

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

March 25, 1999

SECTION 1. OLD COYOTE ADMINISTRATIVE SITE.

(a) CONVEYANCE OF PROPERTY.—Not later
than one year after the date of enactment of
this Act, the Secretary of the Interior (here-
in ‘“‘the Secretary’) shall convey to the
County of Rio Arriba, New Mexico (herein
‘“‘the County’’), subject to the terms and con-
ditions stated in subsection (b), all right,
title, and interest of the United States in
and to the land (including all improvements
on the land) known as the ‘“Old Coyote Ad-
ministrative Site” located approximately Y2
mile east of the Village of Coyote, New Mex-
ico, on State Road 96, comprising one tract
of 130.27 acres (as described in Public Land
Order 3730), and one tract of 276.76 acres (as
described in Executive Order 4599).

(b) TERMS AND CONDITIONS.—

(1) Consideration for the conveyance de-
scribed in subsection (a) shall be—

(A) an amount that is consistent with the
special pricing program for Governmental
entities under the Recreation and Public
Purposes Act; and

(B) an agreement between the Secretary
and the County indemnifying the Govern-
ment of the United States from all liability
of the Government that arises from the prop-
erty.

(2) The lands conveyed by this Act shall be
used for public purposes. If such lands cease
to be used for public purposes, at the option
of the United States, such lands will revert
to the United States.

(c) LAND WITHDRAWALS.—Land withdrawals
under Public Land Order 3730 and Executive
Order 4599 as extended in the Federal Reg-
ister on May 25, 1989 (54 F.R. 22629) shall be
revoked simultaneous with the conveyance
of the property under subsection (a).

Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President, I am
very pleased that the Senate has again
passed legislation to convey unwanted
federal land to Rio Arriba County, New
Mexico. While identical legislation
passed the Senate last summer, it was
unable to get through the House of
Representatives due to political wran-
gling in the waning days of the 105th
Congress.

Meanwhile, Rio Arriba has been wait-
ing for access to this much-needed land
and facilities. The vast majority of this
Northern New Mexico county is in fed-
eral ownership. Communities find
themselves unable to grow or find
available property necessary to provide
local services. This legislation allows
for transfer by the Secretary of the In-
terior real property and improvements
at an abandoned and surplus adminis-
trative site for the Carson National
Forest to the County. The site is
known as the old Coyote Ranger Dis-
trict Station, near the small town of
Coyote, new Mexico.

The Coyote Station will continue to
be used for public purposes, including a
community center, and a fire sub-
station. Some of the buildings will also
be available for the County to use for
storage and repair of road maintenance
equipment, and other County vehicles.

Mr. President, the Forest Service has
determined that this site is of no fur-
ther use to them, since they have re-
cently completed construction of a new
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administrative facility for the Coyote
Range District. The Forest Service re-
ported to the General Services Admin-
istration that the improvements on the
site were considered surplus, and would
be available for disposal under their
administrative procedures. At this par-
ticular site, however, the land on
which the facilities have been built is
withdrawn public domain land, under
the jurisdiction of the Bureau of Land
Management.

The Administration is supportive of
the legislation. Since neither the Bu-
reau of land Management nor the For-
est Service have any interest in main-
taining Federal ownership of this land
and the surplus facilities, and Rio
Arriba County desperately needs them,
passage of S. 278 is a win-win situation
for the federal government and New
Mexico. I hope this meritorious bill
will be passed promptly in the House,
and quickly become law to give Rio
Arriba County the necessary commu-
nity land to grow.

——————

CARLSBAD IRRIGATION PROJECT
ACQUIRED LAND TRANSFER ACT

The bill (S. 291) to convey certain
real property within the Carlsbad
Project in New Mexico to the Carlsbad
Irrigation District, was considered, or-
dered to be engrossed for a third read-
ing, read the third time, and passed; as
follows:

S. 291

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Carlsbad Ir-
rigation Project Acquired Land Transfer
Act”.

SEC. 2. CONVEYANCE.

(a) LANDS AND FACILITIES.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in
paragraph (2), and subject to subsection (c),
the Secretary of the Interior (in this Act re-
ferred to as the ‘‘Secretary’’) may convey to
the Carlsbad Irrigation District (a quasi-mu-
nicipal corporation formed under the laws of
the State of New Mexico and in this Act re-
ferred to as the ‘‘District’), all right, title,
and interest of the United States in and to
the lands described in subsection (b) (in this
Act referred to as the ‘“‘acquired lands’’) and
all interests the United States holds in the
irrigation and drainage system of the Carls-
bad Project and all related lands including
ditch rider houses, maintenance shop and
buildings, and Pecos River Flume.

(2) LIMITATION.—

(A) RETAINED SURFACE RIGHTS.—The Sec-
retary shall retain title to the surface estate
(but not the mineral estate) of such acquired
lands which are located under the footprint
of Brantley and Avalon dams or any other
project dam or reservoir division structure.

(B) STORAGE AND FLOW EASEMENT.—The
Secretary shall retain storage and flow ease-
ments for any tracts located under the max-
imum spillway elevations of Avalon and
Brantley Reservoirs.

(b) ACQUIRED LANDS DESCRIBED.—The lands
referred to in subsection (a) are those lands
(including the surface and mineral estate) in
Eddy County, New Mexico, described as the
acquired lands and in section (7) of the ‘“Sta-
tus of Lands and Title Report: Carlsbad
Project” as reported by the Bureau of Rec-
lamation in 1978.
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(c) TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF CONVEY-
ANCE.—Any conveyance of the acquired lands
under this Act shall be subject to the fol-
lowing terms and conditions:

(1) MANAGEMENT AND USE, GENERALLY.—
The conveyed lands shall continue to be
managed and used by the District for the
purposes for which the Carlsbad Project was
authorized, based on historic operations and
consistent with the management of other ad-
jacent project lands.

(2) ASSUMED RIGHTS AND OBLIGATIONS.—EX-
cept as provided in paragraph (3), the Dis-
trict shall assume all rights and obligations
of the United States under—

(A) the agreement dated July 28, 1994, be-
tween the United States and the Director,
New Mexico Department of Game and Fish
(Document No. 2-LLM-40-00640), relating to
management of certain lands near Brantley
Reservoir for fish and wildlife purposes; and

(B) the agreement dated March 9, 1977, be-
tween the United States and the New Mexico
Department of Energy, Minerals, and Nat-
ural Resources (Contract No. 7-07-57-X0888)
for the management and operation of
Brantley Lake State Park.

(3) EXCEPTIONS.—In relation to agreements
referred to in paragraph (2)—

(A) the District shall not be obligated for
any financial support agreed to by the Sec-
retary, or the Secretary’s designee, in either
agreement; and

(B) the District shall not be entitled to any
receipts for revenues generated as a result of
either agreement.

(d) COMPLETION OF CONVEYANCE.—If the
Secretary does not complete the conveyance
within 180 days from the date of enactment
of this Act, the Secretary shall submit a re-
port to the Congress within 30 days after
that period that includes a detailed expla-
nation of problems that have been encoun-
tered in completing the conveyance, and spe-
cific steps that the Secretary has taken or
will take to complete the conveyance.

SEC. 3. LEASE MANAGEMENT AND PAST REVE-
NUES COLLECTED FROM THE AC-
QUIRED LANDS.

(a) IDENTIFICATION AND NOTIFICATION OF
LEASEHOLDERS.—Within 120 days after the
date of enactment of this Act, the Secretary
of the Interior shall—

(1) provide to the District a written identi-
fication of all mineral and grazing leases in
effect on the acquired lands on the date of
enactment of this Act; and

(2) notify all leaseholders of the convey-
ance authorized by this Act.

(b) MANAGEMENT OF MINERAL AND GRAZING
LEASES, LICENSES, AND PERMITS.—The Dis-
trict shall assume all rights and obligations
of the United States for all mineral and graz-
ing leases, licenses, and permits existing on
the acquired lands conveyed under section 2,
and shall be entitled to any receipts from
such leases, licenses, and permits accruing
after the date of conveyance. All such re-
ceipts shall be used for purposes for which
the Project was authorized and for financing
the portion of operations, maintenance, and
replacement of the Summer Dam which,
prior to conveyance, was the responsibility
of the Bureau of Reclamation, with the ex-
ception of major maintenance programs in
progress prior to conveyance which shall be
funded through the cost share formulas in
place at the time of conveyance. The District
shall continue to adhere to the current Bu-
reau of Reclamation mineral leasing stipula-
tions for the Carlsbad Project.

(c) AVAILABILITY OF AMOUNTS PAID INTO
RECLAMATION FUND.—

(1) EXISTING RECEIPTS.—Receipts in the
reclamation fund on the date of enactment
of this Act which exist as construction cred-
its to the Carlsbad Project under the terms
of the Mineral Leasing Act for Acquired
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Lands (30 U.S.C. 351-359) shall be deposited in
the General Treasury and credited to deficit
reduction or retirement of the Federal debt.

(2) RECEIPTS AFTER ENACTMENT.—Of the re-
ceipts from mineral and grazing leases, li-
censes, and permits on acquired lands to be
conveyed under section 2, that are received
by the United States after the date of enact-
ment and before the date of conveyance—

(A) not to exceed $200,000 shall be available
to the Secretary for the actual costs of im-
plementing this Act with any additional
costs shared equally between the Secretary
and the District; and

(B) the remainder shall be deposited into
the General Treasury of the United States
and credited to deficit reduction or retire-
ment of the Federal debt.

SEC. 4. VOLUNTARY WATER CONSERVATION
PRACTICES.

Nothing in this Act shall be construed to
limit the ability of the District to volun-
tarily implement water conservation prac-
tices.

SEC. 5. LIABILITY.

Effective on the date of conveyance of any
lands and facilities authorized by this Act,
the United States shall not be held liable by
any court for damages of any kind arising
out of any act, omission, or occurrence relat-
ing to the conveyed property, except for
damages caused by acts of negligence com-
mitted by the United States or by its em-
ployees, agents, or contractors, prior to con-
veyance. Nothing in this section shall be
considered to increase the liability of the
United States beyond that provided under
chapter 171 of title 28, United States Code,
popularly known as the Federal Tort Claims
Act.

SEC. 6. FUTURE BENEFITS.

Effective upon transfer, the lands and fa-
cilities transferred pursuant to this Act shall
not be entitled to receive any further Rec-
lamation benefits pursuant to the Reclama-
tion Act of June 17, 1902, and Acts supple-
mentary thereof or amendatory thereto at-
tributable to their status as part of a Rec-
lamation Project.

Mr. DOMENICI. Mrs. President, I
once again rise to express pleasure that
the Senate has passed S. 291—the Carls-
bad Irrigation Project Acquired Land
Transfer Act. I, along with Congress-
man SKEEN, have been working to con-
vey tracts of land—paid for by Carlsbad
Irrigation District and referred to as
“‘acquired lands’’—back to the district,
during the past several congresses.
Identical legislation passed the Senate
last year, it enjoys bi-partisan support,
and hopefully will pass in the House of
Representatives soon.

The Carlsbad Irrigation District has
had operations and maintenance re-
sponsibilities for this Bureau of Rec-
lamation project for the past 66 years.
It met all the repayment obligations to
the government in 1991, and it’s about
time we let the District have what is
rightfully theirs. This legislation will
not affect operations at the New Mex-
ico state park at Brantley Dam, or the
operations and ownership of the dam
itself. Furthermore, the bill will not af-
fect recreation activities in the area.

This legislation accomplishes three
main things: it allows conveyance of
acquired lands and facilities to Carls-
bad Irrigation District; allows the Dis-
trict to assume management of leases
and the benefits of the receipts from
these acquired lands; and sets a 180 day
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